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July Focus  
 

    July is the month of the Third Apparition, which is the feature article in the news-
letter.  We also have a few other items—so enjoy the read.  And, even though sum-
mer is packed with many family events we hope you will make time for the Fatima 
events listed to the right.  Jesus and Mary are always with you! 
    
“A lowly young woman God’s mother would be, The first true believing disciple was she. 
  From cradle to cross, she would follow her Son, And share in the life everlasting he won.”    
                                                                                                            Song Text—”We Sing of the Saints”- verse 4  

 

Write a Crooked Path: 
Tips for the Journey 

 
July 26th is the feast day of 
Sts. Joachim and Anne, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary’s par-
ents.  Let us look to them as 
examples, and also pray to 
them for assistance in being 
fa it h- f i l led  Ca t ho l ic s .  
Though they were silent, and 
we only know their names by 
Catholic Tradition,  they are 
an important part of Jesus’ 
coming into the world to be 
our Lord and Savior.    
 
Let us give thanks to God for 
the gift of life and family!  

 

Pope Francis’ July 
Prayer Intentions 

 

Lapsed Christians: That 
our brothers and sisters who 
have strayed from the faith, 
through our prayer and wit-
ness to the Gospel, may re-
discover the merciful close-
ness of the Lord and the 
beauty of the Christian life. 

Special  
Rosary, Mass 

and Movie  
July 13, 2017                         

 
 

Come to St. Albert’s  for  
6:30 PM Rosary followed by 
7:00 PM Mass.  Also, two  
Fatima movies (one for 
adults and one for children), 
will be shown in the Parish 
Center following the Mass.  
Join us for all or part of the 
eveing—we look forward to 
seeing you there! 

July 13th 1917 
 The Third Apparition 

 

     After much turmoil, and the constant 
prayers of Francisco and Jacinta, Lucia real-
ized that she could not go back on her prom-
ise to The Lady, and made the decision to go 
to the Cova for the appointed July visit.  As 
expected, her mother, Maria Rosa, was not 
happy.   
     This time though, Ti Marto (Francisco 
and Jacinta’s father) de-
cided to see for himself 
what the children were up 
to and made his way to 
the site. When he arrived 
at the Cova he was over-
whelmed at what he saw 
– a huge crowd of as 
many as 5000 people! 
Many were peasants from 
the villages, but there was 
also a good number of the 
rich and wealthy who had 
come to see for them-
selves what the fuss was 
about.  He also spotted 
his own wife, Olympia, 
as well as Maria Rosa, 
carrying blessed candles.  She had most 
likely brought them with the intention of 
performing some sort of exorcism, as she 
feared this all might be the work of the devil.   
     The conversation between Lucia and Our 
Lady went as follows:   
     Lucia:  What do you want of me?  
     Lady:  I want you to come here on the 
thirteenth of next month, to continue to 
pray the Rosary every day, in honor of 
Our Lady of the Rosary, in order to ob-
tain peace for the world and the end of 

the war, because only she can help you.   
     Lucia:  I would like to ask you to tell us 
who you are, and to work a miracle so that 
everybody will believe that you are appear-
ing to us.   
     Lady:  Continue to come here every 
month.  In October I will tell you who I 
am and what I want, and I will perform a 
miracle for all to see and believe.  Sacri-
fice yourself for sinners, and say many 
times, especially when you make some 

sacrifice: “O Jesus, it is for 
love of You, for the con-
version of sinners, and in 
reparation for sins com-
mitted against the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary.”  
     Lucia later reported that 
here all three children were 
shown a vision, described as 
follows:  The rays of light 
seemed to penetrate the 
earth, and we saw, as it 
were, a sea of fire.  Plunged 
in this fire were demons and 
souls in human form, like 
transparent burning embers, 
all blackened or burnished 
bronze, floating about in the 
conflagration, now raised 

into the air by flames that issued from within 
themselves together with great clouds of 
smoke, now falling back on every side like 
sparks in huge fires, without weight or equi-
librium, amid shrieks and groans of pain 
and despair, which horrified us and made us 
tremble with fear.  The demons could be dis-
tinguished by their terrifying and repellent 
likeness to frightful and unknown animals, 
black and transparent like burning coals.   
                       (continuation on pages 2 & 3) 

July 2017—EWTN (Eternal Word 
Television Network) has several pro-
grams about Fatima and its 100th an-
niversary.  Listed are the programs. 
 
THE MESSAGE OF FATIMA:   
The Third Apparition of Our Lady, 
Ep. 4 (New) 
EWTN Original series features expert 
commentary surrounding the Third 
Secret and the Last Four Things. 
July 13, 3:00 PM and 11:00 PM  
(60 mins.) Eastern times.   
DVD available. 
 
THE LITTLE SHEPHERDS  
OF FATIMA 
An in-depth look at the lives of  
Jacinta and Francisco Marto, includ-
ing footage from their beatification 
ceremony with St. John Paul II.  July 
12, 4:00 PM; July 13, 4:00 AM  
(60 mins.) Eastern times. 
 
APPARTIONS AT FATIMA 
A masterful representation of the 
Marian apparitions and miracles that 
occurred at Fatima.  July 15, 8:00 
PM (1hr. 30 mins.) Eastern time.  
DVD available. 
 
EWTN is a 
cable net-
work but you 
can also get 
it on UHF 
channels 
16.1, 16.2, 
16.3.  Of 
course you 
can also 
“live stream” 
EWTN on 
your com-
puter or 
other smart 
devices. 
 

A FIRST  
SATURDAY 

 NOVENA TO  
OUR LADY OF 

FATIMA 
 
O Jesus, it is for love 
of you, for the conver-
sion of sinners, for the 

Holy Father and in reparation for the sins 
committed against the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary that we offer this novena. 
 
THE ANGEL’S PRAYER 
 

My God I believe, I adore, I hope and I 
love you. I beg pardon for those who do 
not believe, do not hope, do not adore,  
and do not love you. (Three times) 
 
Most Blessed Trinity, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, I adore you. I offer you the 
most precious Body, Blood, Soul and Di-
vinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ present in 
all the tabernacles of the world, in repara-
tion for the outrages by which He Himself 
is offended. 
 
Through the infinite merits of His Sacred 
Heart, and through the intercession of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg for the 
conversion of sinners. 
 
PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF THE 
ROSARY OF FATIMA 
 

Most Blessed Virgin who, on the Hill of 
Fatima, did deign to reveal to the three 
humble little shepherds the treasures of the 
graces flowing from the practice of recit-
ing the Holy Rosary: impress deeply in my 
soul esteem for this devotion so dear to 
you. Grant that, meditating on the myster-
ies of our redemption therein recalled, we 
may gather its precious fruits. Grant us in 
particular to obtain the grace (pause to 
recall any special request), which we im-
plore through this novena, if it be for the 
greater glory of God, for your honour and 
for the good of our souls. 
 
The Rosary is now said: 
 

1st, 4th, 7th days – Joyful mysteries 
2nd, 5th, 8th days – Sorrowful mysteries 
3rd, 6th, 9th days – Glorious mysteries. 
 

After each “Glory Be” of the Rosary this 
prayer is said: 
 

O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us 
from the fires of hell, lead all souls to 
Heaven, especially those in most need of 
your mercy. 
 

Our Lady of Fatima, inflame our hearts 
with love of Reparation. 

PRAYER FOR ONE’S COUNTRY 
AND FOR THE PEACE OF THE 
WORLD 
 

O Queen of the Rosary, Sweet Virgin of 
Fatima, who has deigned to appear in the 
land of Portugal, and has brought peace 
both interior and exterior to that once so 
troubled country, we beg of you to watch 
over our dear homeland and assure its 
moral and spiritual revival. 
 

Bring back peace to all the nations of the 
world so that all, our own nation in par-
ticular, may be happy to call you their 
Queen and the Queen of Peace. Amen. 
Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for our 
country. 
 

Our Lady of Fatima, obtain for all human-
ity a lasting peace. 
 
ACT OF CONSECRATION TO THE 
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Queen of 
Heaven and of Earth and tender Mother of 
mankind, in accordance with your ardent 
wish made known at Fatima, I consecrate 
to you myself, my brethren, my country 
and the whole human race. 
 

Reign over us and teach us how to make 
the Heart of Jesus reign and triumph in 
and around us as it has reigned and tri-
umphed in you. 
 

Reign over us, dearest Mother, that we 
may be thine in prosperity and in adver-
sity, in joy and in sorrow, in health and in 
sickness, in life and in death. 
 

O most compassionate Heart of Mary, 
Queen of Virgins, watch over our minds 
and hearts and preserve them from the 
deluge of impurity, which you did lament 
so sorrowfully at Fatima. We want to be 
pure, like you. We want to atone for the 
many crimes committed against Jesus and 
you. We want to call down upon our coun-
try and the whole human race the Peace of 
God in justice and charity. Amen. 
 
PRAYER TO ST MICHAEL 
 

St.  Michael, Archangel, defend us in bat-
tle; be our safeguard against the wicked-
ness and snares of the devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou 
O Prince of the Heavenly Hosts, by the 
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all 
other evil spirits who wander through the 
world seeking  the ruin of souls. Amen. 
 

(Now, as never before, the Church needs 
the intercession of St Michael. Please con-
tinue to say this prayer to St Michael 
every day, even after you have completed 
the Novena.) 
 

Source—prayers4reparation.wordpress.com 



  What are the    
     First Five  
    Saturdays? 

 

     The Five First Satur-
days is a devotion given 
to Lucia on December 

10, 1925, when she was a postulant 
at the convent of the Sisters of St. 
Dorothy in Tuy, Spain.  This devo-
tion is one of the key points of the 
Fatima message, as it centers on the 
urgent need for mankind to offer 
reparation and atone for the many 
injuries that the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary suffers from the hands of both 
impious and indifferent men. 
      Fulfilled on the first Saturday 
during 5 consecutive months, the 
devotion consists of: 
 Going to Confession. 
 Receiving Holy Communion. 
 Saying five decades of the Rosary. 
 Meditating for 15 minutes on the 

mysteries of the Rosary. 
      Our Lady expressed her request 
in the following words, "See, my 
daughter, My Heart surrounded 
with thorns with which ingrates 
pierce me at every moment with 
blasphemies and ingratitude. You, at 
least, make sure to console me and 
announce that all those who for five 
months, on the first Saturdays, go to 
confession, receive Communion, say 
five decades of the Rosary and keep 
me company for 15 minutes meditat-
ing on the mysteries of the Rosary, 
with the purpose of making repara-
tion to Me, I promise to assist them 
at the hour of death with all the 
graces necessary for the salvation of 
their souls."  
                Why Five Saturdays?    
     Why five First Saturdays in par-
ticular why not seven or nine? Jesus 
gave the five reasons  to Sr. Lucia in 
a vision she had on May 29 and 
30, 1930.  
1. Blasphemies against the Immaculate 

Conception.  
2. Blasphemies against her Virginity.  
3. Blasphemies against the Divine 

Maternity, refusing, at the same 
time, to receive her as the Mother of 
mankind.  

4. Those who seek publicly to implant, 
in the hearts of children, indiffer-
ence, disrespect, and even hate for 
this Immaculate Mother.  

5. Those who revile her directly in her 
sacred images.  

                Is This Devotion Still  
                       Needed Today? 
     Yes!  The culture of death and sin 
persists now, if not more than ever.  
Religious persecution, atheism, abor-
tion, drug abuse, pornography, di-
vorce, and the misunderstanding of 
human sexuality are just some of the 
problems that continue to plaque 
society today.  And all these deeply 
offend the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary.  But by honoring her request 
we can console Our Lady in the 
midst of all these insults and injuries 
to her and her Divine Son.  She asks 
for our reparation, she pleads for our 
prayers, she never ceases to hope for 
us to amend our lives.  Let us an-
swer her motherly appeal and make 
up for the ingratitude of men. 
     In addition to consoling Our Lord 
and our Lady, the First Five Satur-
days devotion will benefit our own 
spiritual lives.  It kindles in us the 
spirit of reparation.  It instills in us a 
new-found love for the Sacraments 
of Confession and the Eucharist. It 
fosters in us a holy love for the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary and the Ro-
sary. And above all, it is an excellent 
way to keep ourselves in the state of 
grace while wrapped up in the daily 
spiritual battles of today’s world. 
                      The Promise 
     With this devotion, Our Lady 
makes an amazing promise: that She 
will assist at the moment of death, 
with all the graces necessary for sal-
vation, those who perform the First 
Saturdays of five consecutive 
months. 
     Through the tireless efforts of Sr. 
Lucia and others, this great yet sim-
ple devotion has, over the last eight 
decades, spread around the world, 
uniting millions in universal acts of 
reparation that seek to console the 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary and to 
save souls everywhere.   

                                                                                                                                                                          Source—St.aff  member 

July 13th 1917 
 The Third Apparition 

(conclusion) 
 

     Ti and Maria Rosa dos Santos talked about 
what to do and decided that Lucia should go. 
They felt this was exactly what she needed to ad-
mit this was all a lie. And on the remote chance 
that she was telling the truth they fully expected 
The Lady to protect her.  Lucia heard their con-
versation and was genuinely hurt to know that her 
parents were willing to turn her over to the au-
thorities, with all the dangers that presented, while 
the Marto parents did all they could to protect 
their children. 
     When they arrived at the office the mayor him-
self let them in, as this was the weekend and the 
offices were officially closed. He interviewed the 
group with his henchmen present.  He questioned 
Lucia for quite some time and she answered truth-
fully and concisely. He then asked the two fathers 
if these things were believed in Fatima. Lucia's 
father replied that they were generally thought to 
be just stories.  But Mr. Marto came to the chil-
dren's defense and admitted that he himself be-
lieved. The henchmen only laughed.  Mr. Santos 
wanted to know the secrets that the lady had told 
the children, but when Lucia refused to share 
those secrets he got angry and threatened her. He 
told her that if she didn't reveal what she had been 
told he would have her killed. In the end, he let 
the three go home, but  he was clearly not pleased 
with the lack of results. 

     Immediately 
on returning 
home Lucia ran 
to the well, 
where she knew 
her  cous ins 
would be in their 
own agony and 
suffering.  Fran-

cisco and Jacinta had feared that Lucia would be 
killed, since even though they were still children 
they were well aware of the evil that existed in the 
government at that time.  
     And true to form, Arturo de Oliveira Santos 
was not done terrorizing the children.  He had 
another plan, one to be carried out before the next 
planned visit from Our Lady on August 13th. 
                                                                           Source-St.aff member 

Arneiro Well—past and present 

July 13th 1917 
 The Third Apparition 

(continuation from page 1) 
 

Terrified and as if to plead for succor we looked up at Our 
Lady, who said to us, so kindly and so sadly:  

     Lady:  You have seen 
hell where the souls of 
poor sinners go.  To save 
them, God wishes to es-
tablish in the world de-
votion to my Immacu-
late Heart.  If what I say 
to you is done, many 
souls will be saved and 
there will be peace.  The 
war is going to end; but 
if people do not cease 
offending God, a worse 
one will break out dur-
ing the pontificate of 
Pius XI.  When you see a 
night illuminated by an 
unknown light, know 

that this is the great sign given you by God that He is 
about to punish the world for its crimes, by means of war, 
famine, and persecutions of the Church and of the Holy 
Father.   
     To prevent this, I shall come to ask for the consecration 
of Russia to my Immaculate Heart, and the Communion of 
Reparation on the First Saturdays.  If my requests are 
heeded, Russia will be converted, and there will be peace; 
if not, she will spread her errors throughout the world, 
causing wars and persecutions of the Church.  The good 
will be martyred, the Holy Father will have much to suffer, 
various nations will be annihilated.  In the end, my Im-
maculate Heart will triumph.  The Holy Father will conse-
crate Russia to me, and she will be converted, and a period 
of peace will be granted to the world.  In Portugal, the 
dogma of the Faith will always be preserved.   
     Lucia later reported:  Then, at the left of Our Lady and a 
little above, we saw an angel with a flaming sword in his left 
hand; flashing, it gave out flames that looked as though they 
would set the world on fire; but they died out in contact with 
the splendor that Our Lady radiated towards him from her 
right hand: pointing to the earth with his right hand, the angel 
cried out in a loud voice: “Penance, Penance, Penance!”  And 
we saw in an immense light that is God, something similar to 
how people appear in a mirror when they pass in front of it, a 
bishop dressed in white.  We had the impression that it was the 
Holy Father.  Other bishops, priests, men and women reli-
gious going up a steep mountain, at the top of which there was 
a big cross of rough-hewn trunks as of a cork tree with the 
bark; before reaching there the Holy Father passed through a 
big city half in ruins and half trembling with halting step, af-
flicted with pain and sorrow, he prayed for the souls of the 
corpses he met on his way; having reached the top of the 
mountain, on his knees at the foot of the big cross he was 
killed by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows at 

him, and in the same way there died one after another the 
other bishops, priests, men and women religious, and various 
lay people of different ranks and positions.  Beneath the two 
arms of the cross there were two angels each with a crystal 
aspersorium in his hand, in which they gathered up the blood 
of the martyrs and with it sprinkled the souls that were making 
their way to God.    
     Lady:  Do not tell this to anybody.  Francisco, yes, you 
may tell him.  (This request from Our Lady pertains to the 
vision above, which was given to the children but meant to be 
kept secret.)  
     When you pray the Rosary, say, after each mystery: O 
my Jesus, forgive us, save us from the fires of hell.  Lead 
all souls to heaven, especially those who are most in need.   
     Lucia:  Is there anything more that you want of me? 
     Lady:  No, I do not want any more of you today.   
     Following this visit word of the happenings at Fatima 
spread like wildfire, from village to town, throughout the 
whole country.  As a result, the crowd present for the sched-
uled August apparition would quadruple in size!     
     Sometime after this apparition Lu-
cia's mother again took her to the par-
ish priest, demanding that Lucia admit 
this was all a lie. When Francisco and 
Jacinto learned of this they went to the 
Arneiro Well (a well behind Lucia’s 
family home where the Angel of 
Peace had appeared to them the previ-
ous year, and a place that had become 
somewhat of a refuge for all three 
children when they were troubled).  
There they prayed that Lucia would 
remain firm in speaking the truth 
about the events.  Their prayers were 
answered, as Maria Rosa became 
more understanding by the time she and Lucia got to the rec-
tory, she only requested that Lucia speak the truth.  The pastor 
once again questioned and listened, but decided to let things 
play out.   
     The local government, however, felt differently, and de-
cided to become involved.  The governmental center for the 
area was Vila Nova de Ourem, and the mayor was Arturo de 
Oliveira Santos.  He was a Freemason, just 37 years old, who 
had climbed to his position largely because of his persecution 
of the Catholic Church. A good number of his constituents 
were Catholic, but in name only.  Preoccupied with only them-
selves and their own wellbeing, they generally turned their 
heads to what was happening to the church.  Even so, Mayor 
Santos was upset to hear that so many people under his author-
ity had not only been taken in by happenings at Fatima, but 
had even journeyed to the site! He decided to take a stand and 
get to the bottom of it! 
      Following the July apparition he requested that the three 
children and their fathers visit his office on August 11. Ti 
Marto did go, but felt his children were too young and refused 
to take them.  Instead Francisco and Jacinta stayed behind, 
once again going to the Arneiro Well to pray for Lucia and all 
she would have to endure—alone.   
                                                    (continuation on page 3) 

Fr. Ferreira,  
Parish Priest at Fatima  


